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The Focus at Knollwood

“Good first teaching requires a
responsive approach where the
teacher is aware of what the child
can do, what situations will be
appropriate to assist the children
to meet the next challenges, and
what support will be needed.
Responsive teaching ensures
each step is secure enough to be
a springboard for the next learning
and that the learner has the
resources and confidence for
success. Understanding the
learning and reading processes
and being familiar with the
materials available are as
important as knowing the students
in one’s care. Good teaching can
only occur when all three are
operating harmoniously.”

- Margaret Mooney,
Developing Life-long Readers

Data Drives Instruction
What’s in your Data?

Continue using assessment data that
is collected in the K-2 Assessment Folder
and the 3-5 writing folder to guide
instruction. It is important to keep the
data in the folders up-to-date and
accurate. Take the time to review your

data to make instructional decisions.

Guided Mathematics

Guided mathematics provides
teachers the opportunity to differentiate
instruction. During guided math, the
students work on concepts and strategies
through the use of teacher directed tasks
and math learning centers. The teacher
conferences with students to assess student
growth and development. While
conducting the guided groups, the teacher
makes notes of weakness and
misconceptions to aid in developing a

plan to move the student forward. As in

guided reading, the groups last
approximately 15-20 minutes after a
whole class introduction of the concept
and essential question.

- Christine Mulgrave

Guided Reading
The small groups in guided

reading allows the teacher to interact
with each child during the lesson. The
teacher listens to each of the students
as they read making note of reading
behaviors, strengths and weaknesses.
Once the notes are analyzed, the
teacher can make instructional plans to
help move the students forward.
Guided reading lessons include specific
reading strategies and skills in a way
that meets the needs of the students.
The Fountas and Pinnell books are
great resources for how to start
developing a framework for

implementation in your classroom.

Rowan-Salisbury Focus Areas
Marzano’s HOTS
Continue using Marzano’s HOT'S

to stretch student’s thinking. February’s
focus is Applying and March’s focus is
Analyzing. Application requires
demonstration of prior knowledge
within a new situation without being
shown how to use it. Analyzing clarifies
existing information by discovering and

examining parts and relationships.

Focus on Instruction and
Learning Needs
Use disaggregated data to make

instructional decisions and to meet the
learning needs of students. When
planning, consider the misconceptions

of individual or groups of students.

WE ARE NEVER FAR FROM THE LANGUAGE OF STORY. WE SIMPLY DON’T SLOW DOWN LONG ENOUGH TO NOTICE - STEVEN LAYNE



